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The committee & staff 
would wish everyone a 
‘Happy New Year’ and  
hope that Bowlacre will 
get stronger over the 
coming year. 
 
So what has happened 
since the last newslet-
ter ?? 
 
It already seems a long 
time ago but November 
was definitely the 
month of the new heat-
ing system. A full ac-
count can be found in-
side of the trials & 
tribulations undergone. 
 
We came out of that to   
Launch straight into the 
Christmas season. 
 
 
And what a good time 
was had by all. There 
were a number of ac-
tivities and visits by 
various groups of enter-
tainers and even Santa 
Claus managed to find 
time to visit us on 
Christmas morning. 

We had a very suc-
cessful Xmas party for 
the residents, staff, 
families and relations 
and friends on the Fri-
day before  Xmas ;     
a real family feel to 
the evening. 

 
One of our new fea-
tures is our ‘Activities 
Photo Album’ which 
can usually be found 
in the main lounge. 
 This is a pictorial  

record of what’s gone 
on ; if any one would 
like a copy for them 
selves just fill in the 
order form and we’ll 
get the photos done for 
you. 
 
And then it was the 
snow , see picture be-
low, and then into the 
new year. Now that 
the Xmas decorations 
have come down does-
n’t it look drab.�
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�� "�� ashion sale has 
been organized for 
14:30 on 1/3/2005 

�� David Morgan will 
be back on his key-
board at 14:00 on 
Sunday 16 th Janu-
ary. �
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A busload of residents 
and staff went to see 
Annie at the Tameside 
theatre on Thursday 16 
th Dec . This was en-
joyed by all. 
 
Pat Campbell & 
friends came on Dec 
10 th & started the 
Christmas activities 
with their unique 
brand of accordion 
music. 

Friday December 17      
was our Christmas 
party night when the 
place was full of resi-
dents, staff , relatives 
and families; some 
came in fancy dress. 
The catering team laid 
on a super spread and 
everyone had a good 
time ; a real family 
party. 
 
 
 

 
David Morgan was on 
his keyboard on Sun-
day 19 th December 
with his brand of 
‘name that tune’ 
 
 
 
The New Year’s eve 
party  was a more so-
ber affair. 
 

Elsie Stockton died  
6 December 2004. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

This section is the sad 
part of our newsletter 
but I feel we owe it to 
everyone to  
remember our friends 
who used to live or 
work with us. Those 
who have died  
recently include 

 

Also on the 22nd of De-
cember our previous 
handyman Brian West  
finally lost his fight 
with cancer; a lot of 
friends from here at-
tended his funeral on 
the 30 th. We offer our 
condolences to his fam-
ily; those that knew him 
all speak highly of him.�
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A CTIVITIES  I N THE  HOME  
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f rom when he 
was a lad and 
that  J im Clees 
who l ives in  f la t  
1  helped on the 
p lumbing con-
vers ion f rom the 
pr ivate home to 
being a res iden-
t ia l  home; at  
that  t ime he 

worked for 
‘Armi tages of  
Hyde’  
 

So far I believe that 
the home opened on 
23 rd May 1956 so 
next year will be our 
50 th birthday. Per-
haps we will use this 

If  anyone has any 
knowledge of the 
history of  Bow-
lacre please let  
me know ;  I  am 
trying to bui ld a 
history of  the 
home. 
I  bel ieve that  
Sam Thompson 
knows the p lace 

Chairman’s column 

Doesn’ t  t ime f l y by!  
 
I  f i rs t  got  invo lved 
on the commit tee in 
Ju ly  2004 and here 
we are al ready into 
2005.   
I  would l ike to 
be l ieve that  we are 
making progress in 
br ing ing Bowlacre 
back into the home 
we al l  want i t  to be.   
 
Our Website 
‘Bowlacre.org’ is now 
taking shape; if you’re on 
the internet why not have a 
look, by the time you read 
this I hope this will also be 
on the web. 
 
A lot of effort will be spent 
in the coming months  in 
sorting out the requirements 
of the CSCI (Commission 
for Social Care 
Inspectorate– our regulators 
and inspectors) and 
updating our staff handbook 
in light of all the new 
government legislation. 
Hopefully by the summer 
we will be on top of all of 
this and able to concentrate 
on what we want to do. 
 

 
Each issue I will try and 
bring you some facts about 
the home ; 

At the New Year the 
average age of all our 
residents was 88 with the 
oldest at 98 and the 
youngest at 73. 

Our milk man delivers 40 
pints of milk a day , I 
wonder if that is the secret 
of our old age 
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Staff ; Elvira is back:after a lot of nail 
biting and concern shown by many; she 
has returned safe & sound despite the ty-
phoons that hit her home area.  
After the last issue I have been told that 
we had omitted to welcome Sandy 
Pickford , Gina McHugh & Elizabeth 
Shepley so we do that now. 
Since then we have been joined by 
Val Parker who looks after the laundry, 
and carers Rubina  Choudray , Pat  
Taylor and Wes Croft. 
Pierre has had a baby son– we wish the 
family well. We welcome Rachel Lamb 
back from maternity leave. 
P.s Kelly is pregnant. 

We now have a state 
of the art clock in the 
dining room which 
tells us the time, date 
and day of the week; 
the most frequently 
asked question in the 
home is ‘what day is it 
today’ and we now 
have the answer. 

We now have the new 
Name sign in place at  
the main entrance along 
with the one way road 
signs; these were sup-
plied by Amalgamated 
Signs of Hyde 
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performing the process in 
the required manner. Keith 
Buckley’s men then re-
moved the old boiler and 
replaced it with a twin 
boiler system so that we 
can manage with one if we 
have a problem with the 
other. It was during this 
time that we found out 
(by blowing the main 
fuses!) that our electric-
ity supply is not suffi-

 Late summer we were ad-
vised by our plumbers, Fish-
wicks, that there was a high 
risk that the old boiler ( the 
original had been modified 
from coal to oil to gas) 
wouldn’t last the winter out. 
We also found that we had 
asbestos surrounding it 
which required a specialized 
 contractor to remove it– 
Tony Moreton installations 
came to our rescue by   

Coming soon 

We have purchased 
a wooden garden 
seat in memory of 
Mr Sidney Elson 
who was chairman 
from 1975  to 
2001. Look out for 
the dedication. 

Last  issue I  
said that  Sid 
was the f i rst  
chairman but  
that  was Mr.  
Cyr i l  Barton. 
 
We are working 
with Tameside 
council to improve 
the site access 
from Stockport 
Road. 

New uniforms 
for the staff  
should be here 
soon. 

Residents; The latest members of 
our  ’family’ are Joyce Etchells, 
Kaye Thomas and Doris Przepiora. 
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If you would like future copies 
please contact us and we’ll put you on our mailing list 
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Heating & plumbing by Fishwicks of Audenshaw. 
Hair by Shirley Ewbank. 
Carpets by R Carpets of Hyde & Gorton. 
Catering supplies by Brakes & Iceland  
Fruit & Veg  by Tunnicliffe of Woodley. 
Lift by Barsons of Oldham. 
Mobile chiropodist is David Rochford of Bredbury��

Just Jack is our regular visiting vocalist. 
Signs by Amalgamated Signs of Hyde. 

Milk is supplied by Cheethams dairy. 

A home like Bowlacre 
is only as good as its 
staff & residents; there 
is a third group of peo-
ple who are very im-
portant to us but they 
are often unseen & 
unknown. They are the 
various trades people  
Who provide various 
services for us. In this 
section we would 
thank them for their 
help and continuing 
support by mentioning 
them by name. Each 
newsletter we will tell 
you a little more about 
one of them. 
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Christmas doesn't always turn out the way 
you want it to but I believe that the pictures 
here show that most people had a Christ-
mas they will remember for some time. If 
some of our Residents still believe in Santa 
Claus there’s hope for us all yet! 
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